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July 28, 2011 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

The death of His Excellency, The Most Reverend Pietro Sambi, 73, Apostolic Nuncio to 
the United States, last night is a source of deep sadness for the Catholic Church in the United 
States and far beyond. I join with my brother Bishops and Priests, as well as the Deacons, 
Religious Sisters and Brothers, and the Christian Faithful of the United States in praying for 
Archbishop Sambi. “May angels lead him into paradise. May the martyrs receive him and lead 
him to the Holy City, Jerusalem. May the ranks of angels receive him, and with Lazarus may he 
have eternal rest!” 
 

As Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Sambi was the personal representative of His Holiness, 
Pope Benedict XVI to the Church in the United States and to the American government. He 
served as the “ambassador” of the Holy See to this country. During his six years of service, the 
Nuncio made the pastoral concern and support of the Holy Father present to the Church in the 
United States in a very personal way. With sincerity, warmth, and openness, he nurtured the faith 
of American Catholics by effectively communicating the Successor of St. Peter’s proclamation 
of the Good News of Jesus Christ. His pastoral solicitude has extended beyond the members of 
the hierarchy, for which he has a unique responsibility, to all of the members of the Catholic 
community of faith.   
 

Archbishop Sambi is known, admired, and mourned far beyond our shores. Ordained to 
the priesthood in 1964, he devoted his entire ministry to the diplomatic service of the Church 
beginning in 1969. He served in the Vatican embassies in Cameroon, Jerusalem, Cuba, Algeria, 
Nicaragua, Belgium and India. Blessed John Paul II appointed him Nuncio to Burundi in 1985. 
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